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Adhesive & Sealant Industry: 

Downstream User of Chemicals but Midstream Enabler in Supply Chains

Basic raw materials

(i.e. polymers, resins, 
additives) 

Application in end-user 
industries 

(construction, 
automotive, packaging, 
electronics, healthcare, 

aerospace)

UPSTREAM MIDSTREAM

Transforming raw 
materials into 

intermediate or 
finished components

(i.e. plastics, metals, 
paper, composites)

Adhesives & SealantsRaw Materials End-User ProductsProcessed Materials

Connecting processed 

materials into functional 

products for multiple 

industries

(formulation, R&D, 

sustainability focus) 

DOWNSTREAM

Adhesives & Sealants have a strategic role…

• Connecting materials for multiple industries

• Enabling product performance, durability, and innovation
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Adhesives and Sealants Contributions to EU Strategic Sectors
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Adhesives & Sealants:    Enabling ENERGY Innovation & Sustainability

Strategic Context

EU Clean Industrial Deal and energy transition drive demand for 

renewables and low-carbon technologies

Critical Role of Adhesives & Sealants

Bonding/sealing in solar panels, wind turbines, batteries, and 

energy-efficient systems

Enable durability, thermal management, and lightweight design

Why a Strong European Industry Matters

Supports EU energy independence and innovation

Ensures secure supply chains and specialised R&D

Innovation Examples

Solar: adhesives for long-term panel performance

Wind: sealants for blade integrity and weather resistance

Batteries: thermal and structural bonding for safety and efficiency

A strong European adhesive 

& sealant industry is vital for 

clean energy systems and 

climate resilience
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Adhesives and Sealants: The Invisible Technology 

enabling the “Triple Win Transformation”
Insulation of houses

Use of lightweight and 

alternative materials

Recycled paper

& packaging

Repair of equipment

Longer wear of medical adhesion

Renovation of buildings

Restoring and upcycling of 

infrastructure and furniture

Improvement of 

thermal efficiency

Energy efficient cars

Renewables in (wooden) 

constructions

Use of innovative materials 

in new product design

Manufacturing efficiency

Supporting renewable 

energy solutions, like solar

Aesthetics / aerodynamics

Paper lamination

Bonding of steel, glass and 

aluminium

Debond-on-demand  adhesives 

in automotive applications

Adhesives 

and 
Sealants



How can Adhesives and 

Sealants contribute to smarter 

designs to save ressources

and enable circularity?

Adhesives and Sealants

Enhance durability

Contribute to longevity

Enable repair

How do Adhesives and 

Sealants perform in recycling

and „end of waste“?

6  

Adhesives and Sealants contribute to Circular Economy
“R-Strategies”: Challenges and opportunities



We as Sika are actively adressing the impact of Adhesives

& Sealants with the recycling industry: 

▪ Todays state-of-the-art recycling processes for

End-of-Life-Vehicles and Electric&Electronic Waste deal 

very well with adhesive bonded plastics parts

to produce hiqh quality secondary raw materials

▪ Sika and ELV recyclers jointly explore to minimize cross-

contamination in metal recycling

▪ The Adhesives and Sealant industry is investing in R&D to

further establish „Debonding on Demand“ technologies

for easier repair and reuse of products

▪ Cooperation along the entire value chain and life-cycle

of products is key to enable a true Circular Economy

Technology neutral wording in EU regulations is crucial to

allow innovation and unleash entrepreneurial spirit! 
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Adhesives and Sealants: Innovation to enable
Circular Economy and foster repair and recycling
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Regulatory framework around Adhesives & Sealants
We welcome the EU’s Simplification Agenda
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REACH is the world's most comprehensive chemical legislation

and regulative “gold standard” for more than 20 years

▪ Challenges lie in implementation and enforcement on imports 

▪ Reopening the legal text in a full revision of REACH via OLP 

would increase regulatory uncertainty and likely result in 

more complexity for an already challenged industry

▪ Simplification is a guiding political principle of this mandate. 

➢ REACH can be simplified and modernized without opening 

the legal text following OLP with lengthy negotiations

➢ Amendments, updates and improvements can be made by 

working on the annexes in a timely manner to give legal certainty

REACH can be further improved via secondary legislation and comitology 

REACH works and is delivering a high level of protection. 
It provides a predictable and stable framework
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